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Besides faulty and scarce radio sets, jJamming, and fear of neighbor's
observation, listening to Western radio broadcasts in Rumania was -
further hindered by the Shortwaves Amateurs Assoclation (Associatia
Amatorilor Unde Scurte).- This amateur radlo transmitter organization
was required by the government to constantly be on the look out for
clandestine radioutransmitters. The organization was started after
1950; before that time amateur radio transmission was forbldden.
Candidates for this organization were carefully screened for political
relisbility. When they became members they were urged to work with
their counterparts in the USSR "41n order to learn the superior Soviet
technique”. The headquarters of this radio society was in Bucharest
and was subordinated to the Ministry of Communications (Ministerul
Comunicatiilor). I believe that there were no more ‘than 20 licensed
members of this organization in the whole country.
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